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CB HE: what is it about?

International 
cooperation 

projects based 
on multilateral 
partnerships in 

the field of 
higher education

Supporting the relevance, quality, 
modernization and responsiveness 

of higher education in third 
countries not associated to the 

Programme for socio-economic 
recovery, growth and prosperity 

and reacting to recent trends.

Programme countries => Member 

States and associated

third countries

Partner countries => 

Non-associated third countries



Regions eligible for CB HE  I

• Western Balkans (Region 1) Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo*, Montenegro

• Neighbourhood East (Region 2) Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine*

• South-Mediterranean countries (Region 3) Algeria, Egypt, Israel*, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya,
Morocco, Palestine*, Syria**, Tunisia

• Asia (Region 5a) Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, DPR Korea, India, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
Vietnam

• Central Asia (Region 6) Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan

• Middle East (Region 7a) Iran, Iraq, Yemen

• Pacific (Region 8a) - Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Niue,
Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu



Regions eligible for CB HE  II

• Sub-Saharan Africa (Region 9) - Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi,
Cameroon, Cabo Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Congo –
Democratic Republic of the, Côte d’Ivoire, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Eswatini,
Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia,
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria,
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa,
South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe

• Latin America (Region 10) Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay
and Venezuela

• Caribbean (Region 11) Antigua & Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Cuba, Dominica,
Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St
Vincent & Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad & Tobago



Purpose&Context



Objectives of the Capacity building in HE

Modernisation

HEIs & HE

systems

Cooperation, 

regional 

integration

Innovation

Accessibility

Societal 

impact

Governance



Capacity Building in HE: specific objectives

Improve the quality of higher education

Improve the level of competences, skills and employability potential of students

Enhance the teaching, assessment mechanisms for HEI staff and students, quality assurance, 
management, governance, and internationalization

Promote inclusive education, equality, equity, non-discrimination

Foster cooperation across different regions of the world through joint initiatives

Stimulate cooperation of institutions, capacity building and exchange of good practice

Improve the training of teachers and continuous professional development



ERASMUS + 2021-2027

• Inclusion and 
diversity

• Digital 
transformation

• Green 
economy

Priorities of 
the 

programme:



Overarching priorities of European 
Commission

Green deal 
Digital 

transformation
Integration of 

migrants

Governance, 
peace, security 

and human 
development

Sustainable 
growth and 

jobs



Global Gateway-related priorities: how to apply 
them



Three types of CBHE projects

National projects Multi-country regional 

projects

Multi-country cross-

regional projects

HEIs from one third country 

not associated to the 

Erasmus+ programme

HEIs from several 

countries not associated to 

the Erasmus+ programme

from one region 

HEIs from countries not 

associated to the Erasmus+

programme belonging to 

several regions



Three strands

Strand 1

Fostering 
access to 

cooperation in 
HE

Strand 2 

Partnerships 
for 

transformation

Strand 3 

Structural 
reform 
projects



Duration and funding rules per Strand

• Projects can last 24 or 36 months

• Funding between EUR 200.000 and EUR 
400.000 per project

Strand 1 

• Projects can last 24 or 36 months

• Funding between EUR 400.000 and EUR 
800.000 per project 

Strand 2

• Projects can last 36 or 48 months

• Funding between EUR 600.000 and EUR 
1.000.000 per project 

• Involvement of the Ministry

Strand 3



Priorities for Strand 1 and Strand 2

• Green Deal; Digital transformation; Integration of migrants; Governance, peace, 
security and human development; Sustainable growth and jobs



Strand 1
Fostering access to cooperation in HE

Facilitate access to newcomers

First step for participating organizations to 
enhance and increase means to reach out to 
people with fewer opportunities

Reduce the internationalization gap of HEIs from 
the same country/region 



Strand 1. Fostering access to cooperation
in Higher Education 

Target groups

• HEIs from least developed countries

• HEIs located in remote regions

• Newcomers or less experienced

• Individuals with fewer opportunities



Strand 1. Fostering access to cooperation
in Higher Education 
Enhance management or administarstive capacities

• Reforming and modernising university governance

• International Relation Offices

• Quality Assurance

• Capacity (mobility, evaluation, planning, etc.)

Ensure high quality and relevant education

• modules or study programmes, technical or professional orientations of 
programmes

• developing capacities for postgraduate student and academic staff as well as 
promoting postgraduate students and/or staff mobility;

• implementing training courses for HEI staff

• Increasing the accessibility of individuals with fewer opportunities



Strand 2
Partnerships for transformation

Innovation in HE targeting labor market and society

Designing innovative curricula

Implementation of innovative learning and teaching methods

Engagement with the business world and research

Strengthening the HEIs capacities to network

Modernising HEIs by promoting reform

Reform governance and management at HEIs



Strand 2. Partnerships for transformation 
in HE

Target groups

• HEIs

• Local actors with a link to industry and business sectors

• Individuals: students, staff, learners in general

• Bodies responsible for HE at local and national level



Strand 2. Partnerships for transformation 
in HE

Innovation in higher education

• Design of innovative curricula

• Innovative learning and teaching methods

• Active engagement with the business world and with research

Promoting reforms of HEIs

• Introduction of Bologna type reforms at institutional level

• Reform of governance and management systems and structures at 
institutional level



Strand 3
Structural reform projects

Promote cooperation 
and mutual learning 

with public authorities 
to foster innovation in 

the HE sector

Identify synergies with 
ongoing EU initiatives

Promote inclusive 
Higher Education 
systems allowing 
access to learning

Increase capacities of  
HE bodies to 

modernize the higher 
education systems



Strand 3. Structural reform projects

Target groups

• HEIs

• National Ministry for higher education (HE)

• Research institutions

• Other relevant authorities and stakeholders in the field of HE



Strand 3. Structural reform projects

Promoting reforms and innovation of HE system

• Mutual learning between public authorities of the countries involved

• Promote inclusive Higher Education systems

• Increase capacities of bodies in charge of Higher Education

• Identify synergies with ongoing EU initiatives

• Foster national ownership

• Efficient and effective policy making

• Foster common regional strategies in Higher Education

• Introduction of funding mechanisms



Eligible applicants and partners

Who can apply?

Higher education institutions (HEIs)

Organizations of HEIs

Who can participate?

Any public or private organization recognized as HEI

Any public or private organization or institutions active
in the labour market, or in the fields of education,
training and youth, but not as coordinator



National projects (open for regions 2,3,5a,6,7a,8a,9) 
Minimum partnership composition

Strand1, Strand2

Third countries not 
associated to 

Erasmus+

1 eligible 
country

Minimum 2 
HEIs

EU member states & 
third countries 
associated to 

Erasmus+

At least 2 
countries

Minimum 1 HEI 
from each 

participating 
country

Exception: In third 

countries not 

associated to the 

Programme where 

the number of HEIs 

recognised by the

competent national 

authorities is lower 

than 5 in the whole 

country, or in cases 

where one single 

institution

represents more than 

50% of the overall 

student population of 

the country, 

applications 

counting only one 

HEI

from those countries 

will be accepted.



Multi-country projects: (open for all eligible regions) 
Minimum partnership composition

Strand1, Strand2

Third countries 
not associated 
to Erasmus+

Minimum 2 
eligible 

countries

Minimum 2 
HEIs from each 
eligible country

EU member 
states & third 

countries 
associated to 

Erasmus+

Minimum 2 
countries

Minimum 1 
HEI from each 

country

Exception: In third 

countries not 

associated to the 

Programme where 

the number of HEIs 

recognised by the

competent national 

authorities is lower 

than 5 in the whole 

country, or in cases 

where one single 

institution

represents more than 

50% of the overall 

student population of 

the country, 

applications 

counting only one 

HEI

from those countries 

will be accepted.



Minimum partnership composition
Strand3

Third countries 
not associated 
to Erasmus+

-1 country 
(national projects)

-Minimum 2 
countries (multi-
country projects) 

-Minimum 2 HEIs 
from each eligible 

country

- Ministry 
responsible for 

higher education

EU member 
states & third 

countries 
associated to 

Erasmus+

Minimum 2 
countries

Minimum 1 HEI 
from each country

Exception: In third 

countries not 

associated to the 

Programme where 

the number of HEIs 

recognised by the

competent national 

authorities is lower 

than 5 in the whole 

country, or in cases 

where one single 

institution

represents more than 

50% of the overall 

student population of 

the country, 

applications 

counting only one 

HEI

from those countries 

will be accepted.



Capacity Building in HE: expected impact

Modernized HEIs

Increased participation of 
HEIs located in remote 

areas

Improved access to and 
quality of higher 

education

Increased students sense 
of initiative and 
entrepreneurship

Alignment of the 
academic world with 

labour market

A stronger link and 
cooperation with the 

private sector

Regional integration and 
establishment of 

comparable recognition

Increased level of digital 
competence for students 

and staff

Governance for efficient 
and effective 

policymaking and policy 
implementation

Increased quality in the 
preparation, 

implementation, 
monitoring and follow-up 
of international projects

Increased capacity and 
professionalism to work at 

international level



Regions
Indicative 2026 
CBHE budget

Strand 1
Indicative n°
of projects

Strand 2
Indicative n°
of projects

Strand 3
Indicative n°
of projects

Region-1

Western Balkans

10.252.800 3.075.840 7 4.613.760 5 2.563.200 2

Region-2

Neighbourhood East

13.963.523 3.598.272 8 8.116.331 10 2.248.920 2

EU-Moldova Master’s programme 2.000.000 2.000.000 1

Region-3

South-Mediterranean countries

12.600.472 4.239.411 10 7.183.447 8 1.177.614 1

Region-5a

Asia

19.620.000 1.913.857 4 11.053.521 13 6.652.622 6

Region-6

Central Asia

5.850.012 563.335 1 3.120.006 3 2.166.671 2

Region-7a

Middle East

849.755 - - 849.755 1 - -

Region-8a

Pacific

450.663 450.663 1 - - - -

Region-9

Sub-Saharan Africa

25.200.000 5.621.132 14 11.126.038 13 8.452.830 8

Region-10

Latin America

10.511.508 1.561.183 3 5.255.754 6 3.694.571 3

Region-11

Caribbean

706.657 - - 706.657 1 - -

2026 CBHE indicative budget and n° of
projects to be funded (national / regional)

102.005.390 21.023.693 48 52.025.269 60 28.956.428 25

2026 CBHE indicative budget and n° of 
projects to be funded (cross-regional)

11.111.710 2.335.967 5 8.110.217 10 665.526

Indicative 2026 CBHE budget 113.117.100 ≈ 149 proposals

2026 CBHE indicative available budget (€) and n° of projects

129



Major novelties in CB HE 2026 call

• Harmonized Erasmus + Global Gateway-related priorities

• Development of innovative study programmes for South Mediterranean 
(straned 2-R3)

• EU Moldova  Master programme in European Afafirs (Strand 3 R3)

•An entity cannot be a coordinator of more than two proposals 
submitted under this call

• This is valid for all three strands – Strand 1, 2, 3



Major novelties in CB HE 2026 call

• Region 7a – Middle East in not included in Global Gateway – related priorities 
anymore

• Fostering engagement with industry stakeholders and research application

• Call entry point through the eligible regions (Topic ID)

• Separate cross-regional panel



Timeline

Publicatio
n of 

Erasmus+ 
Call:

November 
26, 2025

Proposal 
submission 
opening: 

December 
6, 2025

Deadline 
for 

CBHE:Feb
ruary 10, 
2026 at 

17:00 CET

February –
July 

evaluation
period

July
August 

informatio
n to 

applicants

October –
November 

signature of 
Grant 

agreements

-Call budget: approx. 113.117.100 €

-approx. 149 proposals to be funded

-EU co-financing: 90% of the total costs



Western Balkans 2026

Regions

Indicative 2026 
CBHE budget

Strand 1

Indicative n°
of projects

Strand 2

Indicative n°
of projects

Strand 3

Indicative n° of 
projects

Region-1

Western Balkans
10.252.800 3.075.840 7 4.613.760 5 2.563.200 2



More information:

Useful links: 

• Funding & Tender Opportunities Portal: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-

tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home

• Programme Guide 2025: https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/document/erasmus-

programme-guide-2025

• Documents and guidelines: https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/resources-and-

tools/documents-and-guidelines

• Project results platform: https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/projects

Contact: 

EACEA-EPLUS-CBHE@ec.europa.eu

FTOP service desk: EC-FUNDING-TENDER-SERVICE-DESK@ec.europa.eu

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/document/erasmus-programme-guide-2025
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/resources-and-tools/documents-and-guidelines
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/projects
mailto:EACEA-EPLUS-CBHE@ec.europa.eu
mailto:EC-FUNDING-TENDER-SERVICE-DESK@ec.europa.eu


Thank you for your attention!
National Erasmus+ Office in Montenegro

Office address: Jovana Tomaševića 15, 81000 Podgorica

Phone: +382 20 223 087

E-mail: erasmusplus@ac.me

erasmusmontenegro@ac.me

Web site: www.erasmusplus.ac.me

Good luck with your project proposals! 

mailto:erasmusplus@ac.me
mailto:erasmusmontenegro@ac.me

