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What does the EU say about academic 
integrity and plagiarism?

https://allea.org/code-of-conduct/

https://www.coe.int/en/web/ethics-transparency-integrity-in-education
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The committee of ministers on countering education 
fraud, CM/REC

The committee have considered the following to issue their 
recommendations (1/3):

● The Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms (ETS No. 5) and its Protocol (ETS No. 9), 
in particular Article 2 of the latter on the right to education;

● The European Cultural Convention (ETS No. 18);

● The European Social Charter (revised) (ETS No. 163);
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The committee of ministers on countering education 
fraud, CM/REC

The committee have considered the following to issue their 
recommendations (2/3):

● The Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning 
Higher Education in the European Region (ETS No. 165, Lisbon 
Recognition Convention);

● The Final Declaration of the 24th Session of the Council of 
Europe Standing Conference of Ministers of Education, which 
met in Helsinki on 26 and 27 April 2013;
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The committee of ministers on countering education 
fraud, CM/REC

The committee have considered the following to issue their 
recommendations (3/3):

● Recommendations CM/REC (2007), (2012), (2019) on public 
responsibility for higher education and research; and ensuring 
ethics, transparency, and integrity for achieving quality in 
education

● The United Nations International Covenant on Economic, 
Social, and Cultural Rights (1966)
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What is Education 
Fraud?
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CM/Rec(2022)18 of the Committee of Ministers 
to member States on countering education 
fraud

“Education fraud” is behaviour or action occurring in the field of 
education intended to deceive and obtain an unfair advantage.

https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a73b90
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Why education fraud is a threat to EU 
education systems? CM/Rec(2022)18

https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a73b90

CC0
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Why education fraud is a threat to EU 
education systems? CM/Rec(2022)18

https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a73b90

Education fraud is:

• Threat to the right of quality education, both nationally and 
internationally

• Threat to the trust placed in the quality and professionalism of the 
educ. System

• Threat to the economy of each EU member state

• Threat to the credibility of professions

• And Threat to the EU education system reputation and trust in its 
democratic system, national security , and public safety
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The objectives behind the recommendations 
by the COE on academic integrity

• Promote and encourage quality education by eliminating actions and 
activities which contribute to education fraud

• Take the necessary measures to protect pupils, students, researchers 
and staff from organisations and individuals who promote education 
services that constitute fraud

• Provide support for implementing protective measures to stop 
education fraud

• Keep under review technological developments which may add to the 
list of activities constituting education fraud

• Ensure that recommendation to prevent education fraud is translated 
to official languages of respective countries of each EU member state
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Dystopia 1:

Plagiarism
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Recommendation CM/Rec(2022)18
of the Committee of Ministers to member 
States on countering education fraud

“Plagiarism” means using work, ideas, content, structures or 
images without giving appropriate credit or acknowledgment to 
the original source(s), especially where originality is expected. 
The term “plagiarised” applies to the ideas, content, structures 

or images in question. – COE CM/REC (2022)

https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a73b90
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Actions (CM/REC 2022) – 1/3

To counter plagiarism and the use of plagiarised work:

● Pupils, students, researchers and staff should be supported by 
education institutions.

● This support is illustrated in developing appropriate skills in:

○ critical thinking

○ academic writing and research

● in accordance with the different stages of learning within the 
education systems of each member State

15



To counter plagiarism and the use of plagiarised work:

● Ensure awareness of and increasing protection against 
education fraud.

● All curriculums, whether or not prescribed by law, should place 
strong emphasis on building students’ confidence in their 
academic ability

● Take serious steps to preventing activities which constitute 
education fraud.

Actions (CM/REC 2022) – 2/3
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● Member States should:

○ Take measures within their national legislative frameworks to ensure, 
as far as reasonably possible, that education institutions

■ Prohibit and eradicate, through their internal regulations, education fraud through 
plagiarism and misuse of plagiarised, falsified or unverifiable materials

■ Promote procedures for, academic staff, teachers and other education professionals 
on education fraud and plagiarism 

Actions (CM/REC 2022) – 3/3
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Plagiarism consequences 
advised by the EU?

● There is almost no direct action 
to be taken on cases of 
plagiarism, because:

○ Plagiarism severity is subjective

○ Depends on institutions’ (colleges, 
universities, schools) policies

○ National ethics/research 
committee can help
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Dystopia 2:

Milling
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• Diploma mills

• Accreditation mills

• Visa mills

• Essay mills

• and essay banks

Milling activities

CC0



Milling Services

● Issuing of certificates, diplomas, and qualifications 

from non-accredit institutions

● Sell essays to students from a bank of of-the-shelf 

essays

● Write essays for particular topics for those of need

● Issue documents to secure a visa, or extend visas
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Plato

Source: ThoughtCo
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Diploma and 
Certificates Milling
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Essay Milling
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Fake universities and 
visa milling
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Degree sold for  
£2,500 and £4,000 
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Actions (CM/REC 2022) – 1/4

To counter Milling activities, the COE policies recommend:

● Member States should take appropriate measures to ensure 

adequate training, on a continuing basis, on the prevention of 

education fraud and on fostering ethics, transparency and 

integrity for all professionals in the education, recruitment and 

employment sectors.
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Actions (CM/REC 2022) – 2/4

To counter Milling activities, the COE policies recommend:

● Member States should, in accordance with national legislation, 

take steps to prohibit the advertising and promotion of 

fraudulent education services, whether in printed form or via 

online media, including through social media and the internet.
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Actions (CM/REC 2022) – 3/4

To counter Milling activities, the COE policies recommend:

● Member States should take all necessary and appropriate 

action to use existing legislation, guidelines or practices to 

eradicate education fraud and the activities of fraudulent 

education service providers. 
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Actions (CM/REC 2022) – 4/4

To counter Milling activities, the COE policies recommend:

● Member States should also consider introducing new 

legislation or policy measures where required and encourage 

all education institutions to adopt regulations consistent with 

that aim. In doing so, member States and education or training 

organisations should take appropriate steps to protect the 

rights of pupils, students, researchers and staff.
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Dystopia 3:

Research
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Research Principles 



Actions (CM/REC 2022) –

The COE policies recommend:

● Member States should facilitate and encourage research on 

education fraud in order to study its causes and effects, as well 

as the efficacy of measures taken to prevent and/or address it, 

and co-operate with individuals, organisations and member 

states undertaking international research in this area.
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Other important 
recommendations 
by the Council of 

Europe
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Actions (CM/REC 2022) –

Other important recommendations:

● Member States should take all necessary measures to ensure 

the accessibility and integrity of data relating to students, 

qualifications and awards through digital solutions compliant 

with privacy laws, including secure digital records for students’ 

use and secure document exchange. 
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Actions (CM/REC 2022) –

Other important recommendations:

● Member States should co-operate in the fight against 

education fraud and the prosecution of offences, or regarding 

any other forms of legal redress

○ This includes international collaboration within the EU

○ And the systematic collection of statistical data on the activities of 

fraudulent education service providers internationally
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Final Remarks

While quantifying certain forms of corruption in the education 
sector may present challenges, it is hard to deny that there is no 
country today can assert itself as entirely free from such issues.

- The Council of Europe Platform on Ethics, Transparency and Integrity in Education (ETINED)
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To access the recommendations

https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=0900001680a73b90
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